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Elateridce. Elmince have elongate larvae, oval and narrowing
behind, with the segments laterally furnished with long hairs.
The last segment terminates in a longish, thin process, bearing
three sets of filaments, which are said to be used in respiration.
They inhabit running water, attaching themselves to stones,
etc., as do also the adults, the pubescent under-surface of their
bodies enabling them to carry down a supply of air. The
adults of the Dryopince occur in damp places under stones, etc.
Kletkl has done some work on the family, and a list of the
species will be found in the Berlin Catalogue.
The fifteen British species are dealt with by Fowler.
HYDROPHILIDJB.
Size variable, J mm. to 50 mm. long. Antennae six- to
nine-jointed, inserted in front of eyes, basal joint long,
remainder forming club, apical joints broadened, fitting
below head. Tarsi five-jointed, basal joint often small.
Maxillary palpi often longer than antennae.
This is a large family containing well over 1,000 species.
They are widely distributed, tropical regions having a greater
number of species than temperate countries.
In size they vary greatly, for while there are a considerable
number of small and minute species, there are also many of
medium size, and some which attain a length of close on two
inches. They are compactly built and usually oval in shape,
especially in the aquatic forms. Some of the terrestrial and
sub-aquatic species are oblong, while many are spherical.
Bright colours are not seen in this family, most of its members
being brown, yellowish, or black.
The antennae are short, with the apical joints forming a broad
club, which is often pubescent. The maxillary palpi are of
unusual length, sometimes being longer than the antennae.
The eyes are larger and in some cases almost divided. The legs
are long, and in the aquatic species are furnished with swim-
ming hairs. The first tarsal joint is in some cases very small.
The majority of these beetles are aquatic, living in ponds,
ditches and streams of both fresh and brackish water. Others
are sub-aquatic and terrestrial, living in .mud, dung, refuse,
etc.; some are found under the bark of trees.